
THE SEATTLE PLAYGARDEN’S  
2026 SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION  

Thank you for your interest in the PlayGarden Summer Camps! The PlayGarden offers 9 weeks 
of fully inclusive nature-based summer camp experience for children, youth and young adults 
with and without disabilities ages 3.5-21 years old. All camp sessions are from 9:30 am-1:30 
pm, Monday-Thursday. Our camp program is led by two highly experienced Camp Directors 
and a team of 12-14 Camp Counselors. With a high staff to camper ratio, all campers are 
well-supported to engage in all sorts of outdoor play.  

 
Huckleberries (Ages 3.5-8)  
Huckleberries is the PlayGarden’s fully inclusive nature and play-based summer day camp 
for children with and without disabilities ages 3.5-8 years old. During Huckleberries, 
campers explore the wonders of the garden by searching for bugs, picking berries, and 
making flower bouquets. Campers relax in the shady forts to read books or dream of 
magical places. They play in the water feature, feed the PlayGarden chickens, and engage in 
sensory art activities such as painting with flowers, making giant bubbles, and making mud 
pies.  

Garden Explorers (Ages 4-12)  
Garden Explorers is the PlayGarden’s fully inclusive, fun-packed, nature-based, summer day 
camp for children with and without disabilities ages 4 -12 years old. During Garden 
Explorers, your child will get to plant, harvest, and cook from our vegetable garden, do 
science experiments, build in our construction zone, and best of all engage in child-directed 
free play. Activities that campers often decide upon include building forts, going on 
scavenger hunts, tending a farm stand, baking pies, and tending to the animals. During camp, 
there are times children can play solo and in small groups as well as times we come together 
as a whole group.  

Green Thumbs Teen Camp (Ages 13-21)  
At the PlayGarden we believe EVERYONE deserves a place to play, and that includes teens 
and young adults. Green Thumbs is our fully inclusive nature based summer day camp for 
adolescents and teens with and without disabilities ages 13-21 years old. At Green Thumbs 
our campers put on hilarious plays, make large-scale artistic murals, cook delicious meals, 
listen to music, have goofy dance parties, and every year there is an incredible talent show. 
It is truly a teen hang-out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SUMMER CAMP APPLICATION PROCESS ​
 

Please follow the application steps below:  
1)  Complete the camper application form, and return it via mail to the address 

below or via email camp@seattleplaygarden.org: 
 “2026 Summer Camp Application - Your Child’s Name” in subject line 

The Seattle PlayGarden  1745 24th Ave. S Seattle, WA 98144  
2) When we receive your form you will be sent a confirmation email.  
3) Beginning March 23rd, families will be notified if accepted into a camp session or if 

your child is on the waitlist.  
4) If accepted, you will be sent a link to complete additional online camper registration 

information in order to be registered for camp. This link will also include payment 
information and required documentation needed to attend summer camp. All 
registration documents and payment are due Friday April 10th. 

5) You will receive a welcome letter from the PlayGarden staff that will include a list of 
things to pack for camp, a picture schedule and more information as your camp 
session approaches. 

 
 PROGRAM FEES  

The PlayGarden is here for EVERY child who wants to play! No family is turned away because 
of financial restrictions. Our program fees operate on a sliding scale. We ask each family to 
consider what they can contribute to help cover the cost of camp. Program fees are listed next 
to each camp session with the full price and subsidized rate listed.  
 
 

PAYMENT AND CANCELLATION  
After being notified whether your child received a spot, registration and payment will be 

due by April 10th via check or online. If your child is unable to attend a session of camp, please 
give us as much notice as possible. We will work to fill the spot, and if we cannot fill the spot, 

we will not be able to issue a refund.  
 

SCHOLARSHIPS & DDA RESPITE FUNDS 
1.​ You may apply for a partial or full scholarship by completing a Scholarship 

Request Form that includes a description of your circumstances and what you’re 
able to contribute. 

2.​ If you are using DDA respite funds to pay for camp program fees, we will collect this 
information upon registration. PlayGarden will coordinate with your case manager to 
complete the process. 

IMMUNIZATION POLICY  
To minimize the risk of vaccine preventable diseases for any susceptible children and adults, 
we require that you send in your child's up-to-date immunization records when registering. If 
accepted to camp, these are due by April 10th. For additional information please visit 
Washington State’s Department of Health website.  

QUESTIONS  
If you still have questions or would like to talk to someone in person please contact the 
PlayGarden Office at (206) 325-5576 or camp@seattleplaygarden.org or visit our website at 
www.seattleplaygarden.org 

mailto:camp@seattleplaygarden.org
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FAQ SUMMER CAMP AT THE SEATTLE PLAYGARDEN 
  
Is this the right camp for my kid? 
All of the programs at the PlayGarden serve a wide age range of campers and are fully-inclusive 
of children with and without disabilities. Our staff have extensive experience working with 
children and youth with all types of disabilities including physical, intellectual, sensory, 
social-emotional and behavioral disabilities.   
 
Our staff are trained in how to provide 1-1 support for each individual child and how to help 
each child have the best possible camp experience. If your child loves to play and play outside 
PlayGarden summer camp is the place for them!  
 
If you have questions about the camp schedule, activities, staffing, accommodations, support or 
medical care for your child, please do not hesitate to email or call our Camp Director Hannah at 
Hannah@childrensplaygarden.org or (206) 349-4097 to talk more specifically about camp.  
 
What is your staff to camper ratio? 
To ensure that ALL of our campers have a safe and fun camp experience we have a high staff to 
camper ratio of 2:1. If your child needs 1-1 support, please indicate so on your camper 
registration form so we can be sure to provide that level of support.  
 
Does my child need to be independent in the restroom? No, our camp counselors are trained 
in how to safely and respectfully assist campers with their daily needs including any restroom 
and clothing assistance.  
 
My child has allergies, dietary restrictions or specific feeding needs. Can your staff help 
with this? Yes absolutely. If your child has allergies, dietary restrictions or specific feeding 
needs please mark that on your application. Our staff are very cautious about allergies during our 
snack and lunch times and in any cooking activities we do at camp. Staff are trained in how to 
support children who use G-Tubes, eat pureed diets, and those on ketogenic diets, with Prader 
Willi syndrome, and those who need hand over hand support for feeding. Staff are trained in how 
to provide postural support to campers for safety while eating. All staff are trained in recognizing 
allergic reactions and epi-pen use. On camp weeks in which participants have nut allergies, nuts 
will be prohibited. 
 
Can I send a nurse, Behavioral Technician, aid or a 1-1 assistant with my child? 
Nurses are always welcome at camp. As for aids and therapists, we have a high staff to camper 
ratio and in most cases our counselors are able to fully support campers in their camp experience. 
We do prefer to limit the number of external aids and Behavioral Therapists at camp. We find 
that campers have the most fun with the counselors when they get to interact closely with each 
other and we do not want to crowd our campers with lots of adults. If, however, you feel your 
child would be more successful with having their aid at camp, please reach out to Hannah, our 
camp director, to talk more about this. We want to work with your family.  
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Is the PlayGarden open during camp hours?  
To ensure the safety of our campers, the PlayGarden is closed to the public during our summer 
camp hours, Monday-Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm. 
 
 
REGISTRATION RELATED FAQ’S 
When will I find out if we are accepted into a camp session? We will begin to notify families 
the week of March 23rd. We are a very small staff. We have our one amazing Office Manager, 
Kate responsible for all of camp enrollment. Please be patient with us as we respond to camp 
inquiries.  
 
My child was put on the waitlist. What happens now? Every year we have far more 
applications for Summer Camp than we have space for. We are able to accept 25 campers per 
camp session and 5 Junior Counselors per camp week. To ensure high quality programming, high 
staff to camper ratios and safety for all participants - we are not able to increase our summer 
camp group sizes. We recognize that there are not enough programs for children and teens with 
disabilities in our community and we work hard to promote greater inclusion across the 
community to combat this.  
​
Applicants placed on our waitlist will be considered if a family withdraws from the camp session 
of which their child was accepted. We do not rank our waitlist, so we cannot provide a "spot 
number" on the list. We use the same enrollment considerations when pulling from our waitlist to 
fill the opening available. 
 
What is your camp enrollment process?  When filling our camp rosters, we use a pre-defined 
equity-centric framework and the PlayGarden’s core values of diversity and inclusion. For each 
camp session, we reserve 75% of our camp slots for children and adolescents with disabilities. 
We strive to enroll siblings together in their camp experience. We serve children across a range 
of disabilities, gender identities, racial, cultural, ethnic and geographic backgrounds. We serve 
both returning families and new families each summer at the PlayGarden. We do not use 
financial means as a deciding factor and offer families scholarships to attend camp. ​
 
How many weeks can I sign my child up for? 
Our programs fill up quickly and we often have long waitlists. We limit registration to one camp 
session per family. Teen camp is the exception to this, and families can apply to attend one or 
both weeks of Teen Camp.  
 
My child wants to help at camp? Is there a way for them to be involved? 
We do not have children volunteer during our summer camp programs. If your child is between 
the ages of 13-16 they can apply to participate in our Junior Counselor program. 
 
How do I apply to be a Junior Counselor? 
Please fill out and send in the Junior Counselor Registration form available on our website.  



  
Can I volunteer at camp? 
We do not typically have volunteers at Summer Camp as we focus a lot of our energy on 
mentorship and youth leadership for our Junior Counselors and Camp Counselors. However, If 
you are interested in volunteering at the PlayGarden please email our Camp Director Hannah 
Gallagher at Hannah@seattleplaygarden.org. Please describe what draws you to volunteer at the 
PlayGarden, your time capacity and skills and experience with children and youth with 
disabilities. All volunteers will be asked to complete a background check if they are helping in 
our programs.  
 
I want to apply to work as a camp counselor. How do I do that? 
Every year the PlayGarden hires a team of 15 summer camp counselors to be part of our summer 
team. Counselors need to be 15 years of age or older. We are looking for staff that love to play 
with kids, be outside, and work well in a collaborative team environment.  
 
To apply, download and fill out the employee application from our website. Applications can 
either be mailed to the Seattle PlayGarden at 1745 24th Ave. S. Seattle, WA 98144 or emailed 
back to our camp Director Hannah Gallagher at Hannah@seattleplaygarden.org.  
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